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/ L though the Firſt Part of this Diſcourſe Treats of the 
'A Tory Plot, only 45 cunningly couched, and wrapt up 
in the Addrefles and Abliorrences, yet it i not to be 

imagined it had its beginning There, but that it had its Birth 
' much ſooner, 4s T ſball plainly demonſtrate in the following 
| Diſcomſe, by many unqueſtionable and unarſwerable Proofs, 
The Tories indeed talk much of their Loyalty, axd make great 
Boaſting of their frm Reſolution to Live and Dye at the 
Kings fee!, in deferſe of his Power and Authority, againſt all 
| manner of Enemies and Oppoſers whatſoever, yet there is n0- 
thing in the World more plain, then that they are a company 
| of falſe Loons, that deſigne the Ruin of the King and the 
Proteſtant Religion, even 6y theſe ſp:ctous pretenſes of Loy- 
alty, and the many fa:ned promiſes they daily make his Mae 
jeſty of landing by him with their Lives and Fortunes; net- 
ther has there been any thing tm the World more uſual, then 
for the worſt Enemies a King has in bus whole Court, (who im- 
patiently wait, and greeatly long for an opportuntty to accompliſh 
his Ruin) to te the greateſt flatterers and biafters of their 
Loyalty, 44 thoſe who are arquatated with Hiſtory-very wed 
know : It was thrſ- fained friends, and pretended Loyaliſts, 
that were the fatal Enemies, who contrizuzd and accompliſhed 
the deplorable ruin of thoſe renowned Warriors Julius Czlar 
#:d Charles Duke of Burgundy, and many more, who hawe 
been ſo mfatuated, as to grve credit to ſuch wheedling, deceit- 
ful, and deſigning Courtiers, With how much Tory Zeal * 
A hath 
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To the Loyal Reade l. 
hath the cutting and drfacing the Duke of Yorks Piflupe beey 
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tmprovea, to the willifying the Deſenting Proteſtafits, as if & 


they were like Tories, of ſuch ſplenitick and revengeful Na- 
tures, that rather then be fruſtrated cf all revenge, they would 
Stab an Inmcent Piflures The next day after ut was done, 
there was a grave Sermon-Reader that wears a Scarf, and 
thinks himſelf as Rewerend-a Don.s the beſt, nhorenquired 
of ſome Gentlemen, whether they heard the News > No 
faid they, what xews pray? ha! faid he, The Game is be- 
gun, the Whigs have defaced the Dukes Picture : But 
this Canonical Blade was miftaken, for it was zot a Prote- 
ſtant, but a Papiſt that did it, in hopes, to exaſperate the 
King azd his Royal Highneſs againſt the City, 4s appears 
ſince by the ſeizing of Brooks a Papiſt, who owned that he was 
the M an that did it, before ſeveral Witneſſes that have [worn 
the ſame, and he now ſtands bound over ta anſwer for it next 
Seſſions, WF 

I have endeavoured in the following Pages, to diſcover 
ſeveral of the ſteps whereby this Myſtery of Iniquity #& ad va- 
ced, The more ſecret Springs, and Subornations, and FVulla- 
nies behind the Courtain, are not unknown, but it may nat yet 
be Seaſonable, Tndeed the perfe® Hiſtory of Toriſm wil 


require -4 Volume, and when accompliſh'd, twill abundantly - 


outye the Adventures of Cataline z but God be thanked, 
we want not ſome Wiſe «nd Honeft Cicero's to deſcry, and 
(we hope) prevent their Helliſh deſigns, 


-— 
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T is a molt certain and infallible Truth , That 
there hath been a curſed Deſign for many years 
carried on by the Paniits, to ſubvert the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, and utterly root out and cx- 
tirpate that (as they are pl-aſed to call it) Peſtilent 
Northern Hereſie; wherein they had received many 
Defeats, and met with innumerable Diſappoint- 
ments, which very much heightned their malice 
and rage, and quickned their defire of Revenge, 
which they thought mult be done quickly, for tear 
of loſing tor ever that Opportunity which mightily 
depended upon the next -Succeſlor to the Crown of 
England : So that about the Years 1677, and ----78, 
they formed a moſt Damnable and Helliſh Conſpira- 
cy againſt the Kings Life , and the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, which was managed with ſo much Subtilty 
and Se-crefie, and promoted by ſuch vaſt numbers of 
all ſorts and degrees of Papilts, that they boaſted 
with much Confidence to their Confederates in 
France, That they were never in ſo much probability of 
ſucceeding (ince the Reign of Queen Mary. But this 
Plot being by the Providence ot God diſcovered and 
fruſtrated, the Torics preſently entred into a Con- 
{piracy to ſtifle as ſoon as poſlible the Noiſe of this 
Plot, and yet at the ſame time promote the Deſign 
and Tendency thereof. 

But before I diſcourſe of the T o7;”s Plot, TI ſhall 
give the Reader an Impartial CharaGter of them, 
B becaule 
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becauſe they would fain diſguiſe themſelvey thayſo 
they may appear 'to the World what they are nor, 
- viz. The moſt loyal Subjects and Friends the King 
has, when indecd they are the direct contrary, as 
will eaſily appear by what follows. 

A TORY is one that pretends to love the King, 
and with for his long Life, but ſecretly hates him, 
and hopes the Duke of Tork may out-live him : He 
is one that rails againſt all that are not of his diſſo- 
lute and traiterous humour, as Difſenters and Rebels 
againſt the Kings Laws ; and yet themſelves are the 
greateſt Diſſenters and Rebels, for they come leſs 
to Church then thoſe they call Difſenters; only with 
this difference, the one comesnot to Church becauſe 
heattends the Worſhip and Service of God in ſome 
other place, where it 15no0t incumbred with fo many 
Humane Inventions, which are acknowledged by 
the Impoſers as indifferent, but by him efteemed un- 
neceſſary ; the other abſents himſelf from Church 
on far different reaſons, either he came not to his 
Lodging till four or five, or it may be ſix or ſeven 
in the morning, and ſo ſpends the day in ſleep, or 
elſe he is viſiting his Miſs, and ſpending his time in 
her laſcivious Embraces, or elſe Carowling with his 
Tory-Companions, quaſting the Dukes Health, and 
making the Houſe ring with Hazza's, inſtead of 
Pſalms and: Hymns; or it may be he comes not to 
Church, becauſe he is better employ'd in going u 
and down from one Conventicle to another, to Sack 
at ſomething which they may convey to the Authors 
of Heraclitus and the Ob/ervator, to fill up their next 
Weeks Pamphlets ; and if they meet not with any 
thing worth their while, yet they do as good Ser- 
vice by diſturbing the damn'd Whiggs by their 
laughing, 
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laughing, ſwearing, curſing, and the like ; or elſe he 
comes not to his Pariſh Church, becauſe he employs 
himſelf in going from one Church to another, and 
juſt puts his head in at the Church-doors, hearkens 
what ſubje& the Parſon is preaching upon, and if he 
preach up nothing but Hell and Heaven, ans « good 
Life, and preſs the neceflity of Repentance and Re- 
formation, in order to the obtaining of Salvation, a- 
way he flings in a rage ; D----e, lays he, this Fel- 
lon*s Whiggefd; and then away he runs to another : 
and to be {ure he fails not to vilit Gui/d-hall-Chappel, 
and other Churches, where any of the City-Magi- 
ſtrates uſually frequent, and if they meet with any 
of the high-flown Crape-Gown-Men, that thunder 
briskly againſt the Diſſenters, affirming them equal. 
ly as bad or worſe then the Papiſts, and makes the 
Church eccho with the roaring ſound of Forty Oe, 
and Forty Eight, away he goes huffing, and cries, 
D----me, this is a brave Fellow, he is a true Tory, it is 
great pity but he ſhould be promoted. 

He is morediſloyal, and a greater Rebel, then thoſe 
they would repreſent as ſuch ; for he breaks the Laws 
more, and violates more Statutes in one day, then the 
other doth in his whole Life ; only with this ditte- 
rence, the Diſſenter doth not obey ſome Statutes a- 
bout Uniformity in Religion, becauſe (as he appre- 
hends at leaft) they command ſomething contrary to 
the Laws of God, but the other lives in a daily con- 
tempt and violation of divers Laws that do(as them- 
ſelves confeſs) exattly agree and correſpond with the 
Laws of God, vis. thoſe againit Swearing, Who- 
ring, Drunkennefs, Drinking of Hel:hs, Gaming, 
breaking the Sabbath, with abundancz more of the 
like nature. A Tory is one that eſfteems him the 
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beſt SubjeQt who diſplays his Loyalty by damning, 
the Kings beſt Friends, and drinking Healths to the 
utter Confuſion of thoſe who were moſt inſtrumen- 
tal in the Kings Reſtauration, and him the beſt 
Proteſtant that makes it his bulineſs to promote 
Proteſtancy by advancing Popery, and undertakes 
to ſecurethe Proteſtant Faith by indeavouring to ad- 
vance a Popiih Defender of 1t. In a worda Tory 
isa Monſtrous and prodigious kind of Animal, that 
looks like the illiterate brood of thoſe mungrelSama- 
ritans, whole Religion was compounded of fearing 
the Lord, and ſerving their own Gods; for he 
Worſhips Chriſt,and yet Adores Anti-Chritt; he pre- 
tends to imbrace the DoQtrines of God, but yet prefers 
the Traditions of men before them ; he -profeſſes the 
Goſpel, but yet indeavours to'the 'uttermoſt of his. 
power fo eclips the light, and hinder the Progreſs 
rhereof. Having thus given you the Character of a 
Tory, I will next give you an account of the Plot. 
and Confpiracie he is carrying on againſt the King 
and Government, and the Proteſtant Religion, 
The Tory Plot ſeems to have Commenced be- 
fore the Diſcovery of the Popiſh Plot, and that 
they embraced the Intereſt of Rome much earlier 
than 1679, and lent them a lifting hand in. the 
management of their Plot, as well as in the ſtifling, 
thereof: For it cannot be imagined with any proba- 
bility of Reaſon, that all thole who were 1n the 
Year 1661. imployed to Sham a Plot upon the 
Presbyterians, which was induſtriouſly carried on 
in noleſs than 16 Counties, were Papiſts. But having 
failed in that, their next Plot was to perſuade and 
wheedle the King into a belief that he was an Ab- 
ſolute Monarch, and had an uncontrolable right to 
diſpoſe 
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diſpoſe of all Perſons and Things within his Domi- 
nions, according to the DiCtates of his own Will, 
which is not to be bounded by any Laws what!{o- 
ever; to which end there were ſeveral Tracts 
Written and Printed for to prove that H/il;am the 
Firſt, commonly called the Conqueror , made a 
compleat Conqueſt of Erg/and, and divided it be- 
tween himſelf and his Normans ; which is notort- 
oully falſe, as appears. by the Formality uſed ar his 
Coronation, when the Arch-Biſhop demanded of 
the people whether they were willing to have H:/- 
tam to be their King * which needed not tohave 
been done if he had made ſuch an Abſolute Conquelt 
as they would ſuggeſt : it appearsallo by the Coro- 
vation Oath which wos then given him by the Arch- 
Biſhop of York, which takeas follows, 

Firſt, I w'l defend the Churches of God, and all 
ts Paſtors. Secondly, I will Interdict Rapines, and 
all injuſtice to all orders of men, Thirdly, I do pro- 
miſe, and will command, that in all Judgments Tu- 
ſtice and Mercy ſhall be mingled together, to the ead 
that God who is the Omnipotent Judge of the world, 
and Ruleth over all, rake pleaſed out of his infinite 
Compaſſion tu be propitiouſly good and merciful to us: 
all, Fourthly, That I will Goverz both the Engliſh 
and French by the ſame equality of Law, without re 
ſpett to either, 

Others to proveMonarchy to be Jure D:vizo0,fron: 
whence they would infer two things. - Tirit, That 
the King may Rule and Govern how he pleaſes, 
either with or without the Peoples Repreſentatives. 
Secondly, That by reaſon of this Divine Right,it is 
utterly unlawtul for any, yea for the King himſelf 
to attempt the leaſt Alteration whatſoever 1n- the: 
Line: 
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[Line of Succeſſion to the Crown, how weighty toes 
ver the Reaſons may. be for which they pretend to 
make the Alteration; yet thoſe confident Aſſerters of 
the Divine Right of Kings , have not been ſo kind as 
toohlige the World with ſo much as one ſingle in- 
ſtance of any one Government, that ever ſprang up 
in the whole Univerſal World, that was not foun- 
.ded either upon the Conqueſt of the Prince, or the 
Choice of the people, or both. Many when they 
Conſider for whole, and- what Intereſt this is de- 
ſigned, and who are the managers of it, it fills 
them with amazement and contuſion, and they can- 
not but admire that perſons who pretend to be Pil- 
lars of the Proteſtant Religion, ſhould lend a help- 
ing hand towards the overthrow and ſubverſion of 
the famous Structure they pretend to uphold : but 
when I conſider that it 1s within the memory of 
many yet living, how impudently they affroated 
the Almighty to his Face, by procuring Books of 
Debauchery to be Read in the Places, and at the 
Time of Divine Worſhip, I muſt confeſs I do not 
wonder at it; yet as bad as they are, one thing I 
have to ſay in their commendarion, they are Pious 
Souls, great admirers of Grace, ſtill wiſhing and 
waiting for it, and even languiſhing for the bleſſed 
time when it will deſcend to them. 
Among the reſt of thoſe High-Flown Blades, ſee 
a little out of the Famed Doctor Parker, Chaplin to 
the late Arch-Biſhopof Canterbury, who very Grave- 
ly affirms, That the Supream Magiſtrate 1s inveſted 
with a Power to Govern and Conduct the Conſci- 
ences of his Subjects in matters of Religion,which is 
ſubje&to his Dominion as well as other things, and 
to bind them to that Religion which he g—_ 
mo 
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moſt advantagions to the Publick Peace and Tran” 

quility ; for in Caſes and Diſputes of Publick con-. 
cernment, private menare not properly S#u7 J.7-, 
they have no power over their own Attions, they 
are not to be direfted by their own Judgments, or 
determined by their own Wills, but by the Com- 
mands and Determinations of the Publick Conſci- 
ence; for God hath appointed Soveraigns to be his 
Truſtees and Officials to aQ and determine in moral 
Vertnes-and Pious Devotion, according to all acci- 
dents and emergencies of Aﬀairs,to aſſignnew parti- 
culars of the Divine Law,and to declare new bounds 
of right or wrong (Except theSucceſſion to the Crown) 
which the Law of God neither doth nor can limit, . 
and that this inveſtiture was4nherent in Princes, by 
an antecedent right to Chriſt. There were innume- 
rable of theſe Flatterers,ſome of which ſince the Plot 
filled moſt of their Pages with Arguments, to 
prove that neither the King nor the Parliament, no 
nor both” in Conjunction, have: power lawſully to - 
alter the Succeſſion to the Crown,and they were {o 
very angry with the Parliaments for attempting ir, 
that I very well remember after the Diſſolution of 
one of the Parliaments, there came out one of tlic - 
moſt impudent and audacious Libels againit the C 0- 
vernment that ever the Sun ſaw, Ihave almoſt for- 
got the name of it, it was a very cramp one, I 
think they Baptized it by the name of the Loyal 
Apoſtrophe ;, it was a kindof ſawcyPetition,. or aro- 
gant Addreſs to the King. 

That ſince he had tried Parliaments ſo often, axd ſtill 
found them ſo contrary to his Tnclinations, he would at 
lat rouze np himſelf, and aſſuwve that * power that God 
and Nature hed givea hins,. and far the future thro” 
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Of Parliaments as intolerable and inſufferable Feters. 
.49 the Heroic and maznanimons Deſyzns of Princes,antl 
therefore no loazer to be indured ; aſſuring His Maje- 
ty, that if he would ventnre to try this experiment, he 
ſhould thereby procure more Friends than he could Create © 
Enemies, and draw over more to his Intereſt from one 
fide, then he ſhould loſe by it on the other, With abun- 
dance more ſuch ſtu, which if any have a mind to 
ſee, I refer them to the Pamphlet it ſelf, and yet 
theſe very perſons have the impudence to Monopo- 
liſe Loyalty io themlelves, calling themſelves Loy- 
alliſts, or the Loyal Party, ſwearing D---em, they 
are for the Government as 1t 1s by Law Eſtabliſhr, 
as if the Parliament were no part of the Conſtitu- 
tion of our Government. Now if any man have a 
Plot againſt any part or Member of my Body, I 
{ſhould account him an enemy to my whole body,al- 
though their deſign ſhould be only againſt my little 
Finzer. 


Upon the diſcovery of the Popiſh Plot, the To- 
ries could only help them by fimpathiſing with them, 
and bearing part of the grief for that unhappy miſ- 
carriage, however it wasnot long before they agreed 
what meaſures to take in helping the Papiſts off with 
their Plot, and Tranſlate it = the Whiggs ; but 


according to the Proverb firlt creep and then go; 
at firſt they only wiſhed the Witneſſes were not too 
fierce in their accuſations ; and then they would 
infnuate that 1t was very improbable that the Pa- 
pits ſhould have ſuch a Plot ready to be Executed, 
yet none of the Commiſſions or Arms found, and 
when Coalmar and the Jeſuits died, proteſting their 
Innocency, this was laid hold on preſently, and im- 
proved to the belt advantage, as if the dying Pro- 

teſtation 
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teftation'of a Papift; whereby he hopes to eſcape 
the Jateful pains of Mn DE 
without any more ado into a Fools Paradice, were 
a ſufficient ground for a Proteſtant to believe infal- 
libly that X da was noPlor, although Coa/man and 
ſome of the reſt, their own Letters which they ac- 
knowledged were of.their own hand-writing, gave 
their laſt dying Speeches the lye, for which reaſon, 
though it may be evidence ufficient to invalidate 
the Truth of thePlot in general, and.clear their ſeve- 
ral Innocencies in particular, in the apprehenſions of 
Tories, yet not of Proteſtants. 

Another thing laid hold on by the Tories to pro- 
cure a disbelief of the Popiſh Plot, was ſeveral of the 
Conſpirators impudently denying any kind ofknow - 
ledge of their Acculers, affirming that they never 
ſaw them before, or not above once, and that with- 
out having any acquaintance or converſe with them; 
and this they would audaciouſly affirm, with the 
moſt folemn- Proteftations, Oaths, and Aſſeverations 
umaginable : Why zow, ſays Tory, car any thing: in 
the World be more plain thea this ? T hey do. not know 
theſe men, they never ſaw them in their lives before : 
But hold a little, T ory, let us ſee how you can acquit 
them of theſe Contradiftions ; Berry and Hill af- 
firm that they never ſaw Gerald, yet it was proved 
at their Trials tharthey had frequent meetings with 
him at the Plow Alchouſe, and FH: himſelf acknow-- 
ledged before the Council he did know him. Gre#? 
and Fex»ick think they might have ſcenOa*s,but botl: 
affirm they never had any acquaintance with Im, 
yet afterwards one acknowledged he lent him mo. 
ney, and the other that he paid it for him, and that 
he had been ſeveral times in Company with _ 

C oth. 


Hoth: My Lord Stafford at his" Trial and deayfi, ſp- 
lemnly Proteſted he never ſpake with Dagda/e but 
once; and that in publick too, about a Foot Boy, or 
ſorae {uch buſinels, yet there were no leſs then Ele- 
ren Attidavits produced, that this Lord had fre- 
-5ent Converſation with Mr. Dugaale in private, 
*nd was very familiar with him. And at his death 
he renounced all hope of Salvation if he or any 
elſe as he knew of, were guilty of the Crimes laid ' 
to his Charge; yet a Letter was found and ſeized in 
Mr. Aftons Study at Texal, Dated OF. 8. 1678. 
Wherein were theſe words : My Lord the Plot is 
eiſcovered, and we are all undone, I am going into 
Shropſvire to ſtifle it as much as I can, :and I pra 
do you the ſame in Staffordſhire. Subſcribed Stafford. 
From whence we may learn how well Tory and Papiſts 
are agreed in their attempts to ſtifle the Plot. 

Vhat- was he but a Tory, (Iam confident he will 
not ſay he is a Papiſt ) that took Mr. Bedloe into his 
Cloſer,” and asked him whether the Duke of Buck- 
inzham, or the LordShaftsbzry, or anyMember of the 
Houſe of Commons,had deftred him to ſay any thing 
againſt him, and to tell him who they were, and he 
would reward him, deſiring to know if he would 
deft from giving Evidence againſt the Lords in 
the Tower, and telling him'he might for ſo doing have 
a great” Sum of Money and live in another Coun- 
try, either G:2:94 Sweden, or New-Exz/and, and he 
ſhould have what Money he would ask for, to-main- 
tam him there. Bur he not ſuccceding, another 
undertakes the management of thePlot, viz. Rea- 
ding, who like Hodg 2nd the reſt of the Tory-crew, 
pretended to be mighty defirous of a {ull diſcovery 
of the Popiſh Plot, and by all means would have 
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the Confpirators Proſecuted with the 'uttermoſt ſe- 


veritythat the Law would afford : and when aad 
whereſoever he was with Mr. Beaoe im publick, no 
man more forward than he in pertwading him to 
make. full diſcovery of rhe Plot, without ſparing 
any perſon whatſoever. Who would think, to have 
heard this man talk at- this rate, that he. had been 
one of rhe Papiſts Emillarics, atida Factor for Rome? 
yer-ſo he. was, for the ſly. 1 ory, when he got Mr. 
Bealoe alone , with the moſt powerful Argu- 
ments imaginable, being all of them cipt with Gold, 
leaded the cauſe of the Lords in the: Toper, who 
d retained him for their fide, and paſſionatly 1n- 
treated Mr. Bedloe to dock and mince his Evidence: 
Telling him it was not ſafe torunat the whole Her?, 
and therefore he would adviſe him as he was his 
Friend, and one for whom he had a very great kind- 
neſs, not to be ſo hot, but a little more ealy- 1g hy 
Evidence againſt the Lords, Powis, Peter and SYqj- 
ford, with Sir Henry T ichburn aſſuring him heſhoultl 
for this ſervice have an Eſtate of my Lord Sraffords 
in Glonceſter-ſhire, for I have,ſaid he,orders from/him 
todraw up. Blank Deed, which I engage .my "hte 
for it, he ; within ten” days, after his dif. 
charge, belides other noble rewards 'he was to re- 
ceive fromthe other Lords. And, at prefent, -fay 
he, I have, orders from them 0 ſupply you with 
what mony you ave occaſion for, and” accordingly 
Mr. Bgdloe received irom.himat feveral times abonr 
fifty fix Guinies, But Mr. Age#? telolvdd'to'pger 
ſomething by the Defendeiit as welt as the Plantif, 
and therefore he. old Mr. Bealge that tor this ſervice 
which he ſhquld do him in raikog his Forruge, he 
could do no leſs then Five him one \Huntted Poun1 
C2 | per 
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per annum, out of every Thouſand pound| per. an- 
aum, he ſhould get by this Service. 


O Rome, quoth Tory, I would not be thine, 
Wer't not for love 1 bear nnto thy Coine ; 
Nor would I with ſuch horrid Treafons hold, 
Won't they rewarded with ſuch heaps of Gold.” 


And now Tory ſuppoſing he had'by theſe large 
promiſes brought Mr. Bedloe to his Bow, demands 
of him an Account of what he would ſay againſt 
the Lords; and he preſently told him, and when 
he ſpoke any thing that was home, Tory would tell 
him of it, and defire him to make it more. eaſy. 
This Paper diQtated by Bedloe, and corretted by 
himſelf, he carries to the Lords in the Tower, but 
brought back from them another Paper, which at 
his Tryal he himſelf own'd, far different from what 
they two had concluded on before, wherem Bedloes 
Evidence againſt the Lords in the Tower was ſo 
eurtail'd that it ſignified juſt nothing at all,(yet I'do 
aot queſtion but their Hiſtorians make good. ufe 
of it to deceive otherNations at preſent, and our own 
hereafter) all this was ſo plainly proved upon him, 
that be had nothing wherewith to excuſe himſelf, 
but this Idle Ridiculous Flam, That Bedlde propoſed 
the matter to. him firſt, and' he good man deſigned 
not to ſtifle any thing of Truth, but only to pre- 
vent. his drawing upon himſelf the Guilt of Per- 
jury and innocent blood, | 


me ſee diſloyal Tories never did as yer, 


lots to ſtifle Plots, want either love or wit. 


One 
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One of thoſe Tory blades, a Member of the Houſe 

of Commons, was fo hot and fiery in the manage- 
ment of this Tory Plot, that he affirmed they were 
all Sons of Whores and lying Rogues that ſaid 
there was a Pop:ſh Plot ; for which he was called 
ro an account by the Commons, and by Order of 
the Houſe ſent to the 7ower and expelPd the Houſe; 
andL'Eftrange,Scribler-general to tha whole Society 
of Tories, forms a Plot againſt the diſcovery of the 
Plot 'by Dr. Oates, which he profecutes with all 
4maginable eagerneſs, in that which he calls his 
- Farther Diſcovery, and innumerable other Pamphlets 
of the like tendency, in ſome of which he indea- 
vours to bring his Majeſty into an ill opinion of the 
Citizens of Londoz, by repreſenting them as the 
baſeft and meſt diſloyal perſons in all his Domini- 
ons, affirming that a Citizens skull is good for no- 
thing but to try the mettle of a Souldiers Sword 
upon. And to'bring the greater Odin,» upon the 
Whiggs,they are fiercely charged with the Murder of 
Dr. Sharp Archbiſhop of St. Andrews, although the 
Barbarous and Execrable fatt was not perpetrated 
by Whiggs- but Toryes, for Hixſtown the principal 
Murtherer was a baſe vild profligate fellow, and ſo 
far from a Whig, that he was ſcarcely admitted to 
the Society of any ſober men, notwithſtanding 
which he was a little before this Aſſaſſination the 
Biſhops 'great Favorite, but having conceive:l ſome 
diſpleafure againſt him, he impriſoned and other- 
wiſe dealt ſeverely with him, whereat he was ſo 
much inraged,that he reſolved on, and ated that 
inhumane Murther, in revenge of thoſe perſonal 
injuries he pretended the Biſhop had done him. 
The Tory-Plot had ſuch good ſucceſs,that the _- 
Plot 
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'Plat- began to be every where diſcredited, ahd a 
Presbyterian Plot to be more generally believed, 
whereupon the hopes of the Pop!ſh Confpirators 
| began to revive, that all their deſigns would at laſt 
be effeted, notwithſtanding the many diſappoint- 
ments they had heitherto ricet witnal ; Where. 
fore they imployed one Mr. Edward Fitz-Harris an 
Triſh Papiſt, who had been formerly ' acquainted 
with Mr. Everard, when they were both in the 
Freach Kings Service, to go to him, and by pretend- 
ing abundance of kindneis for him, renew his ac- 
.quaintance with lim again, which he did, and ha- 
ving prepared his way by ſeveral preceeding diſ- 
courſes, upon February 21. 16581. He put him upon 
writing a Pamphlet, to -Libel. and Scandalize the 
King, Allienate the hearts of his SubjeQs, raiſe a 
Rebellion, and ſet us together by the Ears, that we 
being in confuſion at home, might aot be able to 
oppoſe the Frezch King in his deſigns on Flanders 
and Hl{and, which as ſoon as he had ſubdued, he 
might then have made an ealy Conqueſt of Erg- 
land. 

Fitz-Harris gave Everard ſome heads and in- 
ſruftions by word of Mouth for the drawing up 
this Lybel, and the next day Firz-Harris came to 
his Chamber again, and having peruſed what 
Everard had drawn up, 12 gave him further in- 
ſtrucions to this purpoie, v/z. That he muſt' ze- 
preſent the King as a Pap/#, which might eaſily be 
, proved by hiseſpouling the Duke of Torks intereſt, 
and prefering known 4pi/ts with abundance of ſuch 
Treaſonable Ru which was to-be eoncluded with 
exciting the people to Rebellion, adviſing them to 
. blow the Trumpet bouldly. This Libel was to us 

cen 
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been Prihted in the name of all the Nonconformifts, 
and to be ſent by the Pery-poſft to the: Proteſting: 
Lords, and the leading men of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, who were to be, taken up as ſoon as they had 
received it,. that ſo being ſearched it might have 
been found about, them. Great was the expeCtations 
of the Papiſts from this Plot, expecting as great a. 
thing from it as they had done from that which was 
unhappily ſtifled in Dame Celiers Meal-Tub ; but 
this Plot under-went the {ame fate as the reſt had 
done, it was diſcovered, and Fitz- Harris ſeized 
and ſent to: Ner-zate, but that which was ſtill worſe, 
he coateſt his being Guilty of what he was charged 
with, and- made ſeveral other very conſiderable. 
diſcourſes in Relation to the Popiſh Plot, whereby 
they looked upon themſclves as quite undone, un- 
leſs they could find out lome way or other to In- 
validate this Evidence of F;tz-Hz:rr:'5, and there-- 
fore all hands to work, and the Tory's were no leſs 
buſie in this work then the Papi/t, for when ever 
they came in Company where Fitz- Harris was. 
Gabe of, why truely, faith 7 ory, I know not what 
_ to think of this feliows Evidence, its greatly {ul- 
pected that the Lord Howard of Efterike hath been: 
tampering with him: and whilſt Mr. Fitz- Harris 
hy in the To»-r under Sentence of Condemnation , 
a Paper was written, which after his Execution was. 
Publiſhed uner the Title of. the . Confefſion of 
Eaward Fitz- Harrs, the very delign-and tendancy 
whereof, was to overthrow the belief of a Popiſþ- 
' Plot, and peri{wade the World into a firm beliet- 
of a Proteſtant one, and lo admirably was it framed, 
and ingeniouf]y contrived, for the proving: a Pre- 
reſtant Conſpirucy, that there. was. hardly one line 
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of the whole wow that was not accommodated for 
that purpoſe, and yet it was not a Pap:ft. but a'Tory 
that Midwifed it into the World, and. to procure 
it the more belief and credit, vouch'd it upon the 
Faith.of Chriſtian, and the word of a Miniſter of 
the Goſpel; how truely, let the Reader judge 
by what follows. 

The Confeſſion tells us that Fitz-Harris was no 
further concerned in the Libel for which he was 
convicted, then as imployed to give the King notice 
of things of that nature (he wonld have done well to 
have named vy whow. he was implozed) and as for that 

art of it which che left with Everard, he received 
it of my Lord Howard, (as if this Libel which the 
framer of the Confeſſion would inſinuate, was drawn 
up by the Presbyterians, was divided into ſeveral 
Pieces, and my Lord Howard only intrſtued with one 
of them. | 

(1.) Yet the Evidence given at his Trial was 
very full and clear, that. he himſelf diCtated the 
matter of that Libel, Corretted it, made additions 
to it,and that at his own requeſtEverard drew it up 
into form , which is ſomething more then being 
meerly imployed to find 1t out, | 

(2.) When he was in Newgate, he complained to 
the Sheriffs, that he was preſſed with promiſe of a 
Pardon to accuſe the Lord Howard and Shaftobury 
of that Libe/, and was ſo importuned thereunto, 
that he fell on his knees,and begg'd he might not be 
any further preſſed in that matter, for he proteſted 
before God that they knew nothing of it. And 
Mrs. Fitz-Harris by a Depoſition upon Oath Angſt 
the 15, 1681. affirms that her Husband a little be- 


fore his Execution told her that there had becn 
| great 
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great Offers made him, if he would at firft-haye 
charged the aforeſaid Libe/ upon the Earl of Shafts- 
bury, and my Lord Hward,and adviſed her todo it as 
the only means left to ſave his life, yet he proteſted 
at.the ſame time they were wholly Innocent. She 
likewiſe depoſed:that a certain Gentleman, aſfured' 
her ſhe ſhould have what money ſhe pleaſed, if ſhe 
would accuſe theEarl of Shaftsbzry as Author of that 
Libel. Nay Fitz- Harris himſelf the very niglit 
before his. Execution, , wrote a Paper to his Wife, 
wherein he tells her by whom he was adviſed to 
accufe them, and other Gentlemen of the ſaid Libel, 
and that it was the promiſe of a Pardon that had 
21 pm upon. him to do it ; but he finds he 1s de- 
uded , and declares before God that they were 
innocent , and he had- wronged them in accuſing 
them. | 

Saith the Framer of the Confeſſion, The Lord 
Howard told me of adeſign to ſeize the King and 
carry him into the City, and there detain him ill 
he had condeſcended to their deſires. ys and 
my ſelf were privy to this deſign, and had ſeveral 
meetings with the Lord Howard. The deſign of this 
Plot, 'as Father Hawkings tells you, was to oblige 
the King to call a Parliament, which ſhould fit till 
the. Bifl of Excluſion, agaiaſt the Duke was paſt, 
all evil -Councellors were removed , and men of 
their chuſing put-into places of truſt, the M-:1:tiz 
ſettled, the Nzvy put into good hands, all Grievan- 
ces redreſſed, and all things ordered according to 
their own liking, and then the Biſhops and other 
of the Clergy ſhould have ſuffered ſeverely. Tho'e 
ingaged in this deſign were men of Intereſt, ani 
had 60000 men at Command in a very ſhort time. 
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And faith he, F:itz-Herris told me himſelf. twas to 
have Commanded a-Cempany of Foot, Jobs Orea!, 
and Brian Heyns, each of them another, and that 
a fourth perſon, whoſe name he purpoſely con- 
cealed, was to have Commanded a Man of War. 

Beſides the improbability that my Lord Howard 
ſhould be ſo infatuated to diſcover an Afﬀair of this 
Nature (if there had been any ſuch thing) to a com- 
pany of poor Indigent, Shabby, Debauched. 1r:/b 
Papiſts, who were no way capable either by their 
Councel, Tntereft, 'or Contributions to promote 
ſuch a Deſign, bur muſt be ſuppoſed to betray 1t ; 
for beſides their indigency, andtheir hopes of raiſing 
their Fortunes thereby, there is no man whoſe rez- 
fon is free and not Bribed by Intereſt, but may eaſily 
imagine that Papiſts would undoubcedly look upon 
checkGooney of another Proteſtant Plot as the moſt 
effeftual means to turn the Sword of  Fuſtice from 
thoſe of their own Religion, and procure its bei 
ſheathed in the Bowels of thoſe whom they al- 
wayseſteemed their implacable Enemies. 

Pray tell us, if Firz-Haerrs had fo-many meet-- 
ings with the Lord Moward as the Framer of 
this Confeſſion pretends he had, why doth he not 
give us. a better account of this pretended Army, 
and tellwho were to- be the Commanders, ' where 
its Magazines, and where it was to. have been- 
Muſtered ; and not ſham us with an idle flam of 
ſhabby Iriſh Bogtrotters, who were to Command 
in this Army, without naming any other but only 
2man in the Moon, for whom, being in haſt, he. 
could not think of a name, and therefore was forced 
to.conceal it, as if our Exglifh Nobility and Centry 
would be fo wicked as to form a Rebellion, and _ 
| __ 
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d theit Eſtates to:Raiſt an Army ; 2nd'yetbe fo 
7 a5to beſtow this. Conmmand'of it wpdnaxcompe:! 
ny of beggerly Iriſh Ragarmiffins, and reſerve ther y. 
ſefves:and Friends ta ftop Bottles with, ot perh7as 
to Trait « Pike wider ths Cotimand of thoſz%,,þ 
Hetods, And _— the Do@or, figgee he 
boaſts 16 mach of his Loyalty, examine Fitg- Firs 
Rriltly, when he fourd him -in-{6 good # %ir of 
Diſcovering, -and Labor r6 get our of him the 
particalars of this Conſpiracy, and not be put of 
wiliſich a tale of a Tub' it genefal only, and then 


have diſcovered alt co Authority. 


The” Cotrfellor tells us that the Sheriffs came to 
him with a'token from m Lord Horvard, and gave 
Hira rear incouragetnent from him, that if he would 
but diſcover ſo much of the Plot as amounted to the 


introducing the R. C: or if he would: but find out 


atiy tht would criminate the Queen, or R. H. or 
makebit a plauſible tory to confirm the Plot, then 
tlie Partiarent would reftore him to his Fathers 
Fltate, &*c: 
 Andyet the Slieriffs will ſeverally depoſe, that 
they never faw nbr heard from my Lord Howard, itt 
eny kind, while Firz-Hayris was in Newgate, and 
that Berhe/ never faw Fits Hiyris inall his life, till 
the nach of March, which-was four days after his 
firſt Confeſſion, in'reference to the Popiſh Plor, to 
the Secretaries of State ; and had not then ſeen him 
feither, had not Firz-Harrs ſent for him : and Cor- 
#iſh never ſaw him till the ſixth of March,which was 
aftet the Seeret#ties Examination too, and then dil: 
courſed hit'only inthe preſtnceof Capt. Richardſon, 
who cait teftifls the falſneſs of this Paragraph. 
In the next |—_ us that Sir Robert Clayton, 
2 It 
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Sit George. Treby, and; the Sheriffs, put ' him: upon 
what he: {aid - about the; Popiſh -Plot,. arfd; har 
ir George Treby ſwore God D--me, if you will. but 
{ax {o, we have enough that will {wear it ; -and that 

;ng Fettered, &c. complied with them: 
Pelides its being agtorious [to all thoſe that 
y knowledge ot Sir George Treby, thatheidoth 
'not uſe to {wear at:all, much leſs £0 uſe that Tory 
Im refation ; can any man imagine he would' be 
ſuch a prepoſterous Fool as to ſpeak theſe words ? 
And Aifoorer to an 1riſh Papiſt, whom he had neyer 
| ſeenbefore, that he and his Friends had a pack-of 
Perjured Villans that would ſwear whatſoever they 
would have them. Belides,if they had ſuch a parcel of 
Knightsof the Poit toſwear, what need was there 
then to tamper with Fitz-Harris to ſay it ? eſpecially 
ſince he had made one Confeſſion to the- Secretaries of 
State, 'beforeeither of the Sheriffs came near him, 
and had made three Confeſſions to them before 
Sir George T reby, or Sir Robert Claiton ſpoke a word 
to him ; theſe conſiderations, and Fitz- Harris being 
never Fettered in Newgate, and thanking the Sheriffs, 
at the place of Execution, for their civility to him, 
may plainly demonſtrate this. Confeſſion to be a 
meer ſham: It.is to.be noted alſo; That Narrative 
Smith, otherwiſe Barry, was one. of the moſt mate» 
rial Evidences againſt him, and- if there were any 
ſuch thing as my Lord Howards tranſafting in or 
about that Libel, why doth-he-not oblige his Tory 
F;aands with a diſcovery thereof. But the truth is 
this Confeſſon, looks as like--a; Romance as. Palme- 

rine of England, or Don Belleanis.of Greeee: 

Was not Mr. Gr---- Mr, Bu---— aftd Mr. Bo----- 
that undertook the management of 'the- Plot ,. to 
hols 
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progure: Captain Heawry Wilkinſon to be a witnels 
againſt the Lord Shaftsbury, and to prove the Pro- 
teſkant Conſpiracy, Tories? I am fure they will not 

. ſay they are Pap/#s ; and yet how eagerly did they 
proſecute the Plor, following him from time to time, 
and ſtill added to the promiſed reward, - although it 
was very large at ficit, hoping thereby to: allure 
him; and when: this would not do, did they not 
imitate the D-vi/ in his firſt Temptation ,. allure- 
ing his Wife to inſnare him ? and when they could 
Not prevail,did they not in revenge ſwear High Trea- 
ſon againſt him ? nor will the Authors of Heraclitns, 
and the Osſervator, be willing to be taken- for any 
otlier then Tores, and yet how hard did they Labor 
at it for ſeveral weeks together in malicious Libels, . 
to beſpatter and ridicule the- information of Cap- 
tain Wilkinſon, and bring it in a- general diſcredit, 
making. people believe it was altogether fitious ? 
Nor are they all Papi/#s who have 1ndeavoured to 
decry and Sham the Murther of Sir Edmond Bury 
Godfrey,. and indeavoured to. free the Papiſts from 
the Guilt of 'that inhumane- Murther , by Mur- 
thering him over again in+- his Reputation , and 
making him the Barbarous Aſlaſſinate of himlelt. 


F think by this all men muy ſee, 

Whaſe Friends it # the Tories be.., 
Were there not abundance of Tories, as . well as, 
Papifts, imbarked in the deſign of ſwearing Sodomy 
againſt the Duke of Buck;zg2ham, hoping by thar , 
Plot-to remove. that obſtacle out of their way? ler - 
thoſe that doubt of it, conſult.the ſeveral Tryals in 
W. ftminſter-Hall on that account. Was itnota Tory, 
that with. an 1unpudence beyond that of the Jeſuirs, , 
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affirmed in a late Libel, that there- never was an 
thing more exaQly proved nor nothing can betnon 
unqueſtionable, and free from diſputes, than that 
the Aﬀociation was ſeized in the Eatl of Shafrsbg- 
ries Cloſſet, and yet Gwyn himſelf - does not fwear 
politively it was 4 But grant it was found there, 
is it reaſonable, or was it ever known that any 
man was queſtioned for a looſe Paper wittiout ariy 
Hand to it, - found in his Study, that cannot be 
proved to this day, nor ever will, that it did ari 
way belong to him, or that he ever ſaw or read it- 
himſelf,or ſhowed it to,or conferred withanyoneelſe 
about it.; nor 1s it to be proved, notwithſtanding all 
this clamor and noiſe the Abhorring Tories have made 
about the diſmal and fatal conſequences of this 
fuppoſed Aſlociation,. that- ever any one rfjan did 
Sign or At upon it, or ny thing like it. "This 
Triumphant Tory as the Confidence to declare in 
defiance of Parliaments, that he would have the 
days of Diſſolving the two laſt Parliaments kept'as 
Anniverſary Feſtivals, m commemoration of the 
great deliverance which was thereby obfained, for 
thoſe who were incompaſſed with danget whilſt 
they were in Seſſion. 

Pray who were they that raiſed the fatal ſtorm 
againſt the Earl'of Argilte ? And what might be the 
deſign thereof ? Since le is a perſon who hath al- 
ways approved himſelf a- moſt-Loyal Subject, clea- 
ving to his Soveraigns Intereſt with ſuch an un- 
ſhaker Refolntioh thac the moſt apparent dangerson the 
-ofic* hands nor the. 1igheſt preferments on the other” were 
able to. alter it, but he drew the Sword in his Majeſties de- 
fence, and afſer::4 he right of his Soyeraignwiththe peril 
of his. Life , againſt his neareſt Relations , and that tob 
when the Kings Fortune was, at the loweſt Ebb. From his 


very-youth he made it che chief buſineſs of his Life ro Rave 
is 
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his Majeſty, and with all imagivable conſtancy appeared in 
his Majefties Service, eſpecially in times of Difficulcy,having 
neyer joynd or cotoplyed in the kaſt with any intereſt, or 
pe whatſoever contrary to his Majeſties Authoricy, but 

ath always feryed him in his own way, and that ſo much to 
his Majeſties content, that the Earl received not a frown 
from himin Thirty years. 

His firſt appearance in the world was to ſerve His 
Majeſty as Collonel of his Foot Guard, and though 
at that time all the Commiſſions were given out 
by the Parhament, yet he refuſed to ſerve without a 
Commiſſion from his Majefty ; and after the misfor- 
rune of Worceſter, wherein his Majeſty was utterly: 
overthrown, he ſtill continued in Arms for his Ma- 
jeſties Service, when Scor/and was over-run by the 
Uſurpers, and did then make ſome oppoſition to 
them, by taking ſome of the Caſtles they had gari- 
foned in Areyleſbire, and taking and killing three 
hundred of them in one day : Atter which he joyn-. 
ed with others that had Commiſſons from his Maje- 
ſy, and {todd out till the laſt. Ttis well known that 
he was for his Loyalty to his Prince kept in Priſon till 
his Majeſties happy Reſtoration, And' in-the year 
1666. when the Rebellion broke ont at Pe-ztland- 
Hills, upon a bare Advertifement thereof, without 
any Order either from the Council or General, the 
iftercourſe being ftopp?d, he brought together two 
thouſand men for his Majeſties Service, in order to. 
the cruſhing that Rebellion. And when he met with: 
a great deal of trouble upon the account of Is Neigh-- 
bours being rebellioufly in Arms, and he had Com- 
miſſions upon both publick and private accounts, he 
carried it dutifilly to His Majeſty, and performed 
what was commanded him, with a jaſt moderatt- 
on, as he is able _to'prove under the hands of his very. 

| ENEmMIC 8+ 


"DIO? an gs 
enemies by many» unqueſtionable- Demonſtrations, . 
And in-this laſt Parliament in Scot/axd, he ſhewed 
an extraordinary forwerdnels to ſerve His Majeſt 
and the Royal Family in aferting vigorouſly the Lt- 
neal Legal Succeſſion of the Crown, and took a pe- 
culiar.care to have it exprefled in the Commillions 
of the Shires, and -Borronghs, in which he had. any 
intereſt ; Nor was any one more forward in that 
Parliament, for oFeriag {ufficient ſupplies to his 
Majeſty', and his Succeſſor, neither did any. man 
-more readily concur, to bind the Land-lords for the 
Tenants, although he was Principally concerned, 
and to his laſting Fame he had ſuch ſucceſs in his 
indeavours, to keep his Tenants from Rebellion, 
that he always kept them firm in their Obedience 
to his Majeſty. | 

Yet this Earl, notwithſtanding this, is, for one 
ſappoſed fault, viz. The taking a Teſt with a very 
ſhore Explanation for the ſatisfying his own Con- . 
{cience in ſome material points, is-accuſed cf. High 
Treaſon, although a politive refuſing to take the 
Telt was not High Treaſon,but High Miſdemeanor 
only, neither could his continued ſteadfaſtneis to 
his Majeſttes intereſt, the many ſervices he had done, 
and the many Hardſhips he had ſuffered for his 
Soveraign, no. nor yet his being forward in pro- 
moting the Duke of Yor#*s intereft, in.the Taft 
Parliameat, beable to prevent his being condemned 
to loſe his head, notwithſtanding the Council them- 
ſelves had made an Explication thereof, as had 
alſo great numbers of the Conformable Clergy ; 
and tor the ' Readers Satisfaftion, we ſhall here ſet 
down the Expl:cations ; and leave them to Judge 
where the 'Yreaion lyeth Couched in the one, more 
thea 1a the other. The 
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The Eafl of Ar at: $ Interpretation or Explanation of 
the Oath-Telt, for which he was Tried and Cait 
as Guilty of High-Treaſon. 


Have conſidered the Teſt, and am willinz to give Obedience [0 

far as I can: I am confident the Parliament never intended to 
impoſe contrary Oaths ; and therefore I thirk no Man can explain 
it but for himſelf, and reconcile it 4s it 4 gennine, and agree in 
its own ſence. And I tuke it in ſo far as it 1s conſitent with it (QF 
and the Proteſtant Religion > And I declare I mean not to bind up 
my fel in my Station, and in a Lawful way to reach and endea- 
wour any alteration, I think_to the advantage of Church or State, 
and repngnant to the Proteſtant Religion aud my Loyalty : and on 
I under and a 4 part of my Oath. 


The Explanation of the Councel as it was Publiſhed, Vov.21. 
16381. inthe Gazerte, 
Edinburgh, Nov. 3. His Majeſties Privy Council here have 
made the Blow ing Act concerning the Teſt, 


Or as much as ſome have entertained Jealouſies and Prejudiccs 
againſt the Oath and Teſt appointed to be raken by al! Perſons 
in Publick, truſt,Cioil, Eccleſt, 4h Fick, or Military, jn this Ki 1n2domy 
by the Sixth Aft of his Adajefties Third Parliamant, as if ther eby | 
rhey were to ſware to every Propoſition or Ciauſe of the confeſſion of 
Faith therein mentioned, or that Invaſion were by it made upon 
the Intrinſick Spiritual Power of the Churc! b, or Power of the Keys ; 
or 4s if the preſent Epiſcopal Government of this National Courch 
by Law Eſtabliſhed, were therby expoſed tothe hazard of Altera- 
ri07 or ſubver ſton, all which are far from the Intention or Deſign 
of the Parliaments impoſing ins this Oath, and fromthe Gentiine ſence 
C+ meaning thereof : T. he, efore hzs Royal Hiyghneſs, his Afaj ies 
High Commiſſwner, and the Lords of the Privy Council, do alli W, 
Authorize & Impower the Arch Biſhops and Biſhops, to adminiſter 
this Oath and Teſt to the Miniſters in ther reſpeitive, Divceſ yes, in 
t his expreſs Sence, as the Sence of the Parliament. 


1. That 


- 
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!'. That though the Confeſſion of Faith ratified in Parliament, 

15<7. was framed in the Infancy of our Reformation, and deſerves 
its due praiſe ; yet by the Teſt we do not ſware to every Propeſution 
or Clauſe therein contained, but only to the true Ping Religion 
founded upon the Viford of God, contained in that Confeſſion as it is 
oppoſed to Popery and Phanaticiim, 

'2, That by the Teſt or any Clauſe therein contained, no Invaſion 
or Incroachment is made or intended upon the Intrinſick, Spiritual 
Power of the Church, or Power of the Keyes, as it was exerced by 
the Apoſtles,and the moſt purt and Primitivegn the Three firſt Cen- 
turies after Chriſt, and which 1s ſtill reſerved intirely to the Church 
Epiſcopal. 

3. That the Oath and Teſt is without any prejudice to the Go- 
vernment of this National Church, which 1s declared by the firſt 
AF of the Second Seſſion of bis Majeſties firſt Parliament, to be 
moſt agreeable to the Word of God, and moſt ſuitable tro Monarchy, 
and which upon all Occaſions, his Majeſtie hath declared he will n- 
violably and unalterably preſerve. And do appoint the Arch- 
Biſhops and Biſhops to require the Miniſters in their reſpettive Dio- 
ceſſes, with their firſt conveniency, to obey the Law in Tearing and 
ſubſcribing the aforeſaid Teſt ; with Certification that the Refuſers 
ſhall be eſteemed Per ſons diſaffeed to the Proteſtant Keligion, and 
to his Majeſties Government ;, and that the Puniſhment appointed 
by the aforeſaid Sixth At of his Majeſties Third Parliament, ſhall 
be impartially and without delay inflicted upon them. 


We ſhall here give the Reader an Account of what hath heen 
oblerv=d by ſome from rhe Councils Explanation of the Teſt : 
you muſt underſtand by the Confeſſion mentioned in the Teſt, 
chat Coufefſion of Faith which was drawn up by the firſt Refor- 
mers, and ratified by King James in the Parliament holden in 
Scotland in the Year 1567. from the Preamble of the Explanato- 
ry they obſerve, that others beſides the Earl of Argyle had en- 
tertained Jealonſies & Prejudices againſt the ſaid Oath and Teſt. 

2. Thar their Lordſhips were not Ignorant of choſe Jealou- 
ſes, nor that many of the Kings ann Subjects were in the num. 
ber of thole wha-were prejudiced againſt the fore!aid-Oath and 
Teſt, whoſe weakneſs their Lordſhips were willing to gratifie 
by condeſcending to an Explanation, From 
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From the Firſt Head they obſerve, | 

1. That they can-be no Proteſtants, who ſcruple the taking 
the Oath and Teſt upon that Account, fince it was they that at 
firſt formed and compoſed the Confeſhon, and never Queſtion- 
ed or ſcrupled Subſcribing to the whole; for from the beginning 
of the Reformation it was that which they contended for and 
Triamphed in as their Glory, and procured ir to be enacted, 
that whoſoever oppoſed it ſhould not be caken for Members of 
their Church. 

2.. That they can be no other but Papi/ts that ſcruple it up- 
on this Account, ſince they alwayes from the beginning of the 
Reformation did, and to this Day do, abhor it and refuſe Sab- 
ſcription to it, except ſuch only as have from their Confeſlors an 
Indulgence to ſubſcribe any thing, whereby they may be render- 
ed the more capable of ſerving the Papal lutereit. 

3. That in this Explanation there is large Proviſion made for 
P——tender Conſciences ; Firſt, by affirming that by the Teſt 
they do not ſware to every Propoſition or Claule contained in 
the Confeſſion, and yet not mentioning to how many, or to how 
few they do Swear,or to which Claules they are bound to Swear, 
and to which they are not ; and all Men may well imagine that 
the Papiſts being thus lefr at their Libercy, will be indulgent 
enough to themlelves, -and Swear to very few that touch their 
beloved Principles z but will have the Impudenceto lay hold on 
this Explanation as their greateſt hapvinels, in making the Teſt 
as eaſe as they can deſire. Secondly, In that we are to Swear 
to the True Proteſtant Religion therein contained, as it is found- 
ed on the Word of God, and as it is oppoled to Popery and F.- 
naticiſm. Now this Affirmative leavesthings at as much uncer- 
tainty as the former Negative. For firſt, ſome will make all 
things that agree not with their humour to be Popery, and others 
will have nothing to be fo that agrees with theirs. Some will 
make all things Fanatici/m,and ſome will make nothing fo. And 
then it neccarily follows, that ro Swear to the Confeſhon fo far 
only as it is oppoſed to thele, is to Swear to every thing or no- 
thing. Secondly, to Swear to the Confeſſion fo far as it isfound- 
ed on the Word of God, is no more than any Man will Swear. 

A Popiſt will Swear to —— thas far, for he hath a two- 
” fold 
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fold Word of God, a written and an unwritten Word, he hath 
a Scriptural and Traditional Word of God ; and he'ts not ſuch a 
Fool, as to exclude himlclf from Honours, Offices and prefer- 
ments,for a filly Word called Proteſt anti/11;let him be obliged to 
Sware to it no further than as it is agreeable to the Word of 
God, and he will be content to do that without the leaſt Heſira- 
tion whatſoever : And fo will a Proteſtant Sublcribe to the 
Louncil of Trcnt, and a Nonconformiſt to the Liturgy, lo far as 
they are agreeable to the Word of God. (If this be not a leaving 
every Man to explain for himſelf, with a |Wiuneſs, Tam miſt aken.) 
Thirdly, This Comment deſtroys the Text,and the Explanation 
overthrows the Deſign of the Teſt : for-the Deſign, or the pre. 
tended Deſign of the Teſt, is to ſecure the Proreſtzne Reli- 
gion, which Proteſtant Religion, is contained in this Confe Tor 
of Faith,and thisConfeſſion of Faith is ſuppoſed to be founded on 
the Word of God. But {ayes the Explanation, we are not obliged 
to ſubicribe to every Clauſe and Propoſition therein, but only to 
theTrueProteſtant Religion contained in the Confeſſion, to far as 
it is founded on the Word of God,and oppoled to: Popery and Fa- 
naticiſm ; whereas there is nothing in the World more plain,than 
that the Confeſhon is the Touch-ſRone, the Teſt and Standard 
of the Proteſt ant Religion in that Ringdom.and hath been owned 
as ſuch ever ſince the Reformation of the Church of Scorland. 
Fourthly, All that profels the Chriſtian Religion, do pretend, 
that their Principles are founded on the Scriptures, only they 
differ in the Explication thereof ; ro prevent which evil, the 
firſt Reformers in Scetland, ( and lo in Erglind and other 
Churches too) labour'd to reduce the Principles of Religion con- 
tained in the Scriptures to. a Certainty, by drawing op the 
Heads of their Faith into certain Articles which they own as their 
belief from Gods Word : But now comes this lax Interpreta- 
tion, whichnot inſiſting upon the Truth of the National Con- 
fe\ſhon of Faith , enjoyns Men to Swear to 1t not as Con!onant to 
Gods Word, but fo far as it is {o : And faith, We are not obli. 
ved to Swear that every Clauſe and Propoſition thereof contains 
tound Doctrine, but ſuch as are founded on the Word of God : 
And yet which they are, it prudently Conceals, 

And to conclude, are they not Torzes that are now labourivg 
with 
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wit ſo much induſtry to free the Papi? from the Odium and 
Guilt of Sir Edmonabury Godfrey*s Death? and have not the ſame 
{en employ'd themſelves in Papal Intereſt, and endeavoured to 
the uttermoſt of their power to ſham the Popr(p-Plor, and pro- 
cure the belief of a Proreſtar:e one.ever ſince the firſt Diſcovery of 
the Popiſh-Plot ? if any doubt of this, if they will bur rake the 
trouble to look over Thompſons Intelligences & other Libels 
publiſhed by him, they will there find innumerable inſtances and 
undeniable demonſtrations that Thompſon has been indefatigable 
in his attempts of that nature. And as for Fack, Farwel he alſo 
embraced the fame intereſt as ſoon as his Com- Rogue] hompſon, 
as will appear by this Inſtance. Ir js well known thar Sir E4- 
mondbury Goafrey being Murdered by the. Papijts. for doing his 
duty, and endeavouring with as much Zeal to make a full ditco- 
very of the Plot, as the 7 ores have done to ſtifle ir ; Sir William 
Wally was put into Commiſſtor, and as he ſupplied his Place, 
ſo he followed his Example in Proſecuting the dilcovery of the 
Plor, with an unwearicd diligence and an undaunted retolution ; 
whereby inſtead of procuring love and reſpett for his Loyalty to 
the Kings Majeſty and the Froreſt ant Religion, he procured no- 
thing but hatred'and malice from the Torres, in whole eſteem 
IVWakeman, Grove, or Fenwick, were brave fellows if compared 
with IWalter : and I remember very well that the Day before the 
Choofing Burgeſles for [Vet min$cr, to fit in the laſt eftminier 
Parliament , I was at the Sun 7avern in Kings freer Weſtmit- 
fter, and in comes Fack Farwel who was then Deputy Baily of 
Weſt minſter ; and Strond who was Head Baily being Sick, Far- 
well was then ro Officiate as Head Baily ; Well, taid tome of 
the Company, how will it go to Morrow, Mr: Farrel ? witl Sir 
William Waller carry ic ? No,l hope not, replyes Farwel,l hear he 
intends to be in Fzeld very early in the Morning with Four or 
Five hundred Horſe, bur if he be,to do him a kindnels,1l will pre- 
ſently Adjourn to Weſt minſter-Hall ; fo that Tory was refclved to 
= Sir William as much Trouble as he could, to be even with 
im for the trouble he had given his beloved Friends the Je- 
ſuits. And indeed ſo zealous have the Tories been in the man- 
agement of their Plot, and le defirous to ſee it ſucceed, thar ſome 
have morgaged their Honeſty,and others have pawned their Hs- 
nour for the carrying it on. A N- 


A Deſcription of Popery, and the De- 
ſigns of the Popilth and Tory Plots. 


| DES isa large Fabrick, of a vaſt extent, it being above 


one Thou!and Leagpes in Compaſs, and above one 

: Thouſand years in Building ; the chief Contriver was 
the Devil, and the Maſter Workman the Pope ; the Founda- 
tion whereupon this SuperſtruQture is Built, is a falſe Interpre- 
ration of Holy Scripture, ramm'd down with a Battery of Holy 
Pretences, the Corner Stone ( that the work might be Immor- 
ral ) is made of a large {quare piece of poliſhed Infallibility, 
cut out of the Quarry of Diabolical Pride and Arrogancy, and 
Cemented with the Blood of Emperours and Kings, and curi- 
oufly EnamePd with Uturpation and Tyranny ; the Porch is 
buile with ſtrong Deluſion, and Satannical Deceits aud Allure- 
ments, covered. over with Univerſalicy, upon the Front of 
which is engraven in Capital Letters, All thoſe that enter not in 
here are Damn'd for ever ; this Writing is enamel'd round with 
ſtrong Pertwaſions, and convincing Arguments made -of Fire 
and Fagpot ;' the Gates whereat you enter are made of Igno- 
rance, curiouſly Carved after the Pagan Faſhion ; the Hinges 
upon which they turn, and the Locks and Bars wherewith they 
are ſecured are all made of [mplicit Faith, the Stairs by which 
you aſcend to the Gates, 'are made of Forgery and Impoſture, 
aſtened and fecured with. pretended Donations 3 within the 

Gate is a ſpacious {quare Yard, paved with Holy Cheats and 
Pious 
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Piotk Frauds, poliſhed with Serpentine Subtilty, till they are as - 
{mooth as Glats, ſo that all thoſe that walk thereon have their- 
Feet tript up inſenſibly, and by that fall rendered uncapable of 
ever ſtanding upright again without a Miracle ; the Walls are 
Built of falſe and pretended Miracles, Cemented with Impu- 
dence and Arhei!m, the Pillars which' uphold the Towering 
Pride of this lofry Fabrick are Trentine Councils and De- 
crees, curiouſly Carved and Adorned with Profanenefs and Blal- 
phemy, the Rafters are all made of Purgatory and Tranſubſtan- 
tiation, Floored with works of Supererrogation, and curiouſly 
Cieled with Franciſcan and Jenarian Inventions ; Beautified and 
Varniſhed over with Canonization ; the Rooms are all hung 
with ſtrong deluſion and Flattery, richly Imbroidered and A- 
dorned with Pompous and Ceremonious Worſhip; the Stairs 
by which thoſe that enter, aſcend.to firſt, ſecond and third Sto- 
ries, are made of Blood and Cruelry, and exactly ſhaped like 
that of che Pariſian Maſſacre, ſupported by Pardons and Indul- 
gences of all ſins for a Thouſand Years to come ; the Rails and 
Banniſters are made of Rebellion and Treaſon, painted with the 
Blood of Priuces and Nobles, and richly Adorned with the 
Spoils of Emperours and Kings, as Crowns, Scepters, and the 
like; all the Doors of the three firft Stories are made of volun- 
tary Humility, poliſhed idolatry and blind Obedience ; the 
Stairs which lead up to the fourth Story, are made with Boards 
of Spaniſh Inquiſition, Tupported by tpecious Pretences of .in- 
cndbig the Catholick Religion, and Converting Moors and [x- 
dians to the Chriſtian Faith ; the Rails and Banniſters are made 
of Racks and-Dungeons, painted with the Blood of Martyrs, 
and Varniſhed over wich the Tears of Orphans and Widdows ; 
the Rooms are all kung, and Adurned with Invincible Arma- 
does, Powder Trealons, and Jriſh Rebellions ; and. round the 
Rooms hang ſeveral curious Pictures of the ſeveral Tragical Ex- 
ploits of their famous Hero the Duke P*alva inthe Netherlands; 
and upon the Cielings are Painted the lively Repreſentation of 
the Aſſaſſination of the two French Kings ; the Windows are 
of ſeveral Forms, but they are all glazed with Believing as the 
Church believes, a kind of 7raliar, Invention, fo clouded and 
ſhaded over, that whoſoever is within fide, are not able to dif- 
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ſhould Pengtrare through che Windows, ( which -is almoſt "im - 
poſſible )-they have” provided ſtrong, Shatrers of unknown 
Fongues, fothat ngt one glimpſe of faviag Knawledge .can en, 
ter... But che Art Stary which is now. in.Building,.is the moſt 
famous and.iplendid part of. the-whole Fabrick- the Walk are - 

” buile.. of Jeſyzcical' Subtilty, cemented” with”. French Flattery, 
the Stairs are..all made of Flaming .Towns and Cities, : fuppert-, . 
ed by Firebals and other Combuſtible * matter, afl 'a:long the” .* 
Stairs hang ſeveral large Pictures of Expectation, atid on the 1 

" topof the Stairs flandsa ſtately Image of Vain-hapez. the Raf. 
rers are alt made of intentional Maſſacre and  Deſtrution,” 
and Flopr'd Sith ſpoyl of Hereticks, and Cieled: with White" 
Hor and TVild {os Cofifalts ; the Rooms are all hung witty}; 
Horrid Plotgand Hebi deted . - 1 
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| ſh Conipixacies, .curiouly. Embro! 
with, Trair&rous Relves and Bloody Determinations, and rich- 
ly fu rnathea with, Aſſaſſivation and Murder, the Doors are 'all 
made of Aaticular Confeſhon, and .turh nipon Hltges. made of 
Oaths of Sectchie ; rhe Corniſhes, Architraves, Frenes, and the 
like, 'are madepf.Con'ecrared Daggers aud Piſtols Artificially 
\wrapct.tpinlorg Cravars ; and che whole Fabrick being almoſt 
Eilthed, they relolve to Lead ic ovet Kr Excirpation 'of Ner- 
chin Hereſizy $odered with 4 inizture of Smithfi:1d Piles, and 
No Faith to be h:pt,with. H. retichs, bur the Buliung- being 
much indagmme ged by ſome Storms lately raifed againXit, and 
the Work-men fearing leaſt ic ſhould be quite Battered down 
and Demoliſhed before they. can ger it Leaded, have been at 
a vat charge to buy a large Tarpavim made of Tory Sham- 
plots, which,ae f6 artificidtly Sewed'together, 'rhat it?s a mat- 
rer of incredible &ithculty to.diicera the Seams, and*+ withall fo 
very large, wat they Jaubt not but with it to cqver thEwhole, 
Fabrick, and thereby vot only fecuie' &t from being Demoliſh- 
ed, butalia from being much jndamaged by tho Storms, mw- 
till-they can pet it Leaded, over as afore/aid. | 
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